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Public
Health
Summer 2018

NEWS FROM THE JIANN-PING HSU
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AT
GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

A Message from the Dean
This has been another exciting year for the Jiann-Ping Hsu
College of Public Health (JPHCOPH) and Georgia Southern
University. On Jan. 1, 2018, Georgia Southern University
consolidated with Armstrong University to form the fourth
largest University in Georgia with over 27,000 students. This
consolidation provides many new opportunities for JPHCOPH.
Students on the Armstrong Campus in Savannah will be able to
enroll in the Bachelor of Science in Public Health (BSPH) degree
or the Master of Public Health (MPH) Generalist Concentration
on that campus. Students will also be able to take their core
MPH courses on the Armstrong campus and petition to take
concentration courses on the Statesboro Campus. Our location
in Savannah will open opportunities for student recruitment and
internships. Our faculty members and doctoral students will be able to work with the many
organizations in the Savannah region for research projects.
Our new doctoral concentration in Epidemiology admitted the first cohort of students.
We are very excited about this concentration because there is a growing need for
professional training in epidemiology. We are assembling the paperwork to request a
doctoral concentration in Health Policy and a completely online doctoral concentration in
Leadership. The BSPH has added a track in Global Health that has proven to be very popular
among undergraduate students.

The Jiann-Ping Hsu College of
Public Health (JPHCOPH) is one
of the nine colleges that make
up Georgia Southern University
and is accredited by the Council
on Education for Public Health.
The mission of JPHCOPH is to
improve health and eliminate
the health disparities and health
inequities of rural communities
and underserved populations
globally through excellence in
teaching, public health workforce
development, research,
scholarship, professional service
and community engagement.
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The Dean’s Student Advisory Committee held its annual fall and spring forums for
students. It was very gratifying to learn that we had another year with very few student
problems and I owe credit for this to our highly student-centered faculty and staff.
The chair of the Department of Community Health, Dr. Joseph Telfair, started his oneyear presidency of the American Public Health Association (APHA). He is traveling around
the country promoting APHA with the added benefit of increasing the name recognition of
JPHCOPH.
Faculty scholarship over the past year has been outstanding. Forty-four scholarly articles
and grants have been listed in the Friday Letter of the Association of Schools and Programs
of Public Health since July 2017 (see jphcoph.georgiasouthern.edu/news), with many
involving students in their research.
Faculty members in the Department of Epidemiology and Environmental Health
examined the coliphage as a quality indicator of local beach waters, the utilization of
cervical cancer screenings and the sociocultural factors associated with mammography.
Other areas of study included the validity of mold sampling methods, aerosolized bacteria
and microbial activity in dental clinics, and examined water quality and perception of risk.
Faculty members in the Department of Biostatistics studied a more efficient sampling
method of recruiting subjects for survival analysis, the quantiles estimation, a simpler
approach for mediation estimation, the kernel density based model estimation, regression
estimators for different stratified sampling schemes, and the overlap measure as an
alternative to Youden Index.
A faculty member in the Department of Community Health was approved for $9.8 million
in research funds to conduct a collaborative study that compares the effectiveness of peer
mentoring and structured education-based transition programming for the management of
care transitions in emerging adults with sickle cell disease. Faculty members also examined
global and rural public health services, tobacco policies and alcohol sponsorship at LGBT
pride festivals.
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Department of Health Policy and Management faculty members examined
epidemiologists who served as student preceptors to offer applied epidemiology practicum
opportunities, operational and financial performance of Georgia’s critical access hospitals.
Faculty members also analyzed food service risk classification and violation frequency, and
assessed training needs and competency gaps in food protection staff, and assessed disease
intervention specialists. Enjoy this issue of Public Health.

Sincerely,
Armstrong Campus:
Solms Hall, Suite 109

Greg Evans
Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
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Leadership
Professor Joseph Telfair
Named President of
American Public Health
Association

J

oseph Telfair, DrPH, MSW, MPH, professor of
public health practice and research and chair
of the Department of Community Health, is
officially the new president of the American Public
Health Association (APHA). He stepped into the role last
November after serving a year as president-elect.
“My approach to, and practice of, leadership is to
utilize my knowledge, skills and experience to identify
and take on roles that allow me to make the greatest
contribution to public health,” said Telfair. “Having this
leadership position gives me a unique and privileged
opportunity to serve.”
APHA is the world’s leading organization of public
health professionals with more than 25,000 members
from all disciplines of public health in the United States
and in more than 40 countries. For more than 125
years, the organization has been influential in shaping
public health policies and priorities. Its mission is to
improve the health of the public and achieve equity in
health status.
Telfair has been an active member of APHA for 30
years and has served in numerous leadership positions.
He has been a member of both the maternal and child
health and social work sections, member and chair of
the nominating committee, member of the executive
board, finance committee, governance committee,
strategic planning committee, social responsibility
committee and on the membership development
taskforce.
“Based on my years as a member, I have been
fortunate to gain vast experience and knowledge
of APHA, work with outstanding public health
professionals and have continually demonstrated my
commitment to the organization and the cause of public
health,” said Telfair.
Telfair is the Karl Peace Distinguished Professor of
Public Health in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health at Georgia Southern. He is highly regarded for his
research, teaching and evidence-based practice in the
areas of public health social work, social epidemiology,
cultural and linguistic competency, public health
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genetics, elimination of health inequities, disparities
and systemic poverty, community-based and rural
public health practice, program evaluation, and policy
issues concerning women, adolescents and persons in
under-resourced/underserved areas – at the local, state,
national and global levels. He has been a public health
faculty member, advocate and leader in three schools
of public health for 26 years, working with diverse
populations in community-based settings, primary
care and public health both domestically and around
the world.

“Having this leadership
position gives me a unique
and privileged opportunity
to serve.”
— Professor Joseph Telfair, Dr.P.H., MSW, MPH
Telfair was named president-elect in 2016. His
name was submitted by his APHA sections and by the
Georgia Public Health Association to the association’s
nominating committee. He and one other candidate
were then selected, and their names were sent forth
to a 200-member governing council and 24-member
executive board who, after a six-month campaign,
elected Telfair.

Center Forges Partnership
with Emergency Medical
Services Professionals

T

wice a year, the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health hosts more than two dozen emergency
medical services (EMS) professionals. They are
participants in a workforce development leadership
program developed through a partnership between the
Georgia Association of EMS (GAEMS) and the College’s
Center for Public Health Practice and Research (CPHPR).
Since 2011, the Center has partnered with GAEMS to
develop, plan, host and facilitate the EMS Management
and Leadership Course.
“EMS is a very young profession, and up until this
program in Georgia there has never been a leadership
program geared to EMS providers,” explained Kim
Littleton, NREMT-P, the executive director of GA EMS.
“They were getting leadership training that was designed
for fire services or generalized leadership information,
and the development of this course is really on the topics
that they need and what EMS directors do on a day-to-day
basis. So it is something that is geared specifically to what
they are doing and based on general leadership theory.”
After considering the groups participating, content and
delivery of the information to the EMS workforce, Littleton
said GAEMS decided the College of Public Health at
Georgia Southern was the best fit. The yearlong program
consists of four modules with interim assignments in
between. Module 1 focuses on defining leadership and
leadership styles. Module 2 looks at the operational/
regulatory side of service delivery and different
agencies within the EMS profession. Module 3 focuses
on operational management, human resources and

personnel management. Module 4 brings it all together
and includes a team building afternoon on the Georgia
Southern RAC challenge course.
Angie Peden, the CPHPR assistant director, works with
Littleton to plan the week-long modules that bring the
EMS professionals to Georgia Southern for Module 1 in
March and Module 4 in November.
“Working with the EMS professionals is always the
highlight of my year,” said Peden. “They are so eager to
learn and take full advantage of the leadership skills and
knowledge that our faculty provide them. I hope to see
the partnership between the Association and our Center
continue to grow and keep offering this very unique
leadership opportunity to statewide EMS professionals.”
Peden recently added a Folio component to the course
which allows the students to study and engage with one
another in between modules.
“I think that the interim work is, has always been an area
that we have struggled with, keeping the 25-28 students
engaged in the months that they are not together,” noted
Littleton. “It keeps them active, connected and helps
them to continue to expand on the idea of leadership
throughout the program and not just the four weeks that
they are in class.”
Initially, the program was funded under a FLEX
grant with the State Office of Rural Health. Years two
through six were funded through Georgia EMS and the
Georgia Trauma Commission, and the Georgia Trauma
Commission fully funded year seven. Littleton is hopeful
the program will remain a showcase for GAEMS and
the Center.
“I think whether we find funding through grants or
public/private partnerships and spreading it to the EMS
workforce through word of mouth, it will continue to
grow and thrive,” she said. “They realize there is a need for
this program to continue to elevate the field.”
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Perspective
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health Now
Headquartered at Armstrong Campus in Savannah

T

he recent consolidation with Armstrong State and transformation of Georgia Southern University has
brought several changes and many opportunities. Among them: the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health (JPHCOPH) will now be headquartered at the Armstrong Campus in Savannah.
For this issue of our magazine, we gathered thoughts on the consolidation from three Georgia Southern graduates.
They are also current JPHCOPH faculty that were previously working in Health Sciences at Armstrong State
University and are now faculty at the Armstrong Campus of Georgia Southern. The faculty members Include Sara
Plaspohl, Dr.P.H., associate professor, Nandi A. Marshall, Dr.P.H., assistant professor and practicum coordinator, and
Dziyana Nazaruk, Dr.P.H., assistant professor.
What are your thoughts
concerning the Georgia Southern/
Armstrong consolidation and the
moving of the JPHCOPH to the
Armstrong Campus?
Dr. Sara Plaspohl (‘89, ‘92, ‘10):
I think the consolidation creates
many new benefits for faculty,
staff and students. As a JPHCOPH
faculty member, I now have the
opportunity to regularly collaborate
with new colleagues for teaching,
scholarship and service activities in

“I think that the
consolidation will
provide increased
access for our
students in terms
of resources
and additional
public health
degree offerings
that weren’t
available through
Armstrong.”
— Dr. Nandi A. Marshall, Dr.P.H.
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“For me and my other two Armstrong-based public health
faculty colleagues, the move is like a homecoming in many
ways, because all three of us received our doctoral degrees
at JPHCOPH.”
—Sara Plaspohl, Dr.P.H.

our commonly shared passion for
public health. Staff will have more
resources to support the needs of
our students and will also benefit in
terms of professional development.
Our students will have more choices
for programs of study and course
offerings, not to mention new
networking opportunities with their
new JPHCOPH student peers.

base that they may not have had
access to prior to consolidation.
The similarities are that all of the
programs are Council on Education
for Public Health (CEPH) accredited
and credible in their own right.

Dr. Dziyana Nazaruk: I do believe
this consolidation will result in the
expansion of the Armstrong Public
Health program, because now we
are part of the JPHCOPH. First of all,
students on the Armstrong campus

Dr. Nandi A. Marshall (‘12): I think
that the consolidation will provide
increased access for our students in
terms of resources and additional
public health degree offerings that
weren’t available through Armstrong.
With JPHCOPH having a rural health
focus, prior to consolidation, I was
surprised that it was being relocated
to Savannah. However, with
Savannah being the hub for health
and health-care-related majors, it
seems to fit into the vision of the
“new” Georgia Southern University.
Dr. Dziyana Nazaruk (‘06, ‘08, ‘14):
This consolidation could result in
the expansion of the programs,
economic growth and development
and new opportunities for our
students and faculty on both
campuses.
Nandi A. Marshall, Dr.P.H.,
assistant professor and
practicum coordinator

Do you see it as an expansion of
the previous Armstrong program?
Any similarities? Please describe
your thoughts.
Dr. Nandi A. Marshall: I see the
consolidation as JPHCOPH gaining
an additional program with a
strong enrollment and student

Sara Plaspohl, Dr.P.H.,
associate professor
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“I believe we can operate more efficiently, students will have
more class options, access to additional resources and more
opportunities in the field and research.”
—Dziyana Nazaruk, Dr.P.H.

will be able to select elective courses
that are specific to the College of
Public Health. Second of all, they
will have access to additional faculty

members that have diverse and
specific knowledge in the field of
public health. Third of all, students
in Savannah will have access to

resources and opportunities on the
Statesboro campus.
Dr. Sara Plaspohl: I see it as an
opportunity for the Master of Public
Health (MPH) program that has
historically been at Armstrong to
expand its reach in terms of student
recruitment, program marketing
and accessing more support
services. The curriculum will remain
the same. Our MPH Generalist
program will continue to be based
on the Armstrong Campus, so it
will essentially be one more track
option added to the five existing
MPH tracks currently offered on the
Statesboro campus.
What is the new curriculum going
to be like?
Dr. Sara Plaspohl: As mentioned
earlier, our curriculum content
will not change. There will be
administrative changes to our
course numbering and some of
the course titles, but the generalist
content will continue to be offered
as before. Looking ahead to the
future, we envision the possibility
of transitioning our MPH Generalist
track to be offered fully online. This
would serve a larger population
of potential students, would help
us to be competitive with other
institutions with similar offerings,
and help to further diversify the
options offered by JPHCOPH
to meet the growing workforce
development and formal educational
needs of our community.

How do you feel the moving
of the JPHCOPH to Armstrong
Campus will impact the students
in Savannah?

Are there any historical traditions
of the previous Armstrong Public
Health program that you would
like to see continued?

You received your doctoral degree
at JPHCOPH in Statesboro. How
does the move make you feel
personally?

Dr. Dziyana Nazaruk: Overall, it is
a positive thing. I believe we can
operate more efficiently, students
will have more class options, access
to additional resources and more
opportunities in the field and
research.

Dr. Dziyana Nazaruk: I just want
to make sure we keep all the
community connections and
recognize the people that have
done so much for Armstrong State
University. Also, the fact that we
can still say that we are teaching
on “Armstrong” Campus is very
important to us. I just want to make
sure we keep some memory of the
University that was such a big part
of this community.

Dr. Dziyana Nazaruk: I believe that
this move will be a positive thing for
our programs, students and faculty.
I look at it as an extension and not
re-location of the college. I see it
as a chance to merge Statesboro
and Savannah resources, skills and
opportunities; and to grow our college.

Dr. Sara Plaspohl: For the students
who are currently in the MPH
Generalist program, I do not
anticipate that they will see or feel
any major impact. They will find us
in a new office, as we moved out of
University Hall 154 over to Solms
Hall 109. They will have to make a
few basic administrative changes
such as acquiring a new Georgia
Southern email address, learn to
navigate the Georgia Southern
website, etc., the same as all of us on
the Armstrong Campus, but overall,
their focus and progress through
the MPH Generalist program should
stay on course for a smooth path to
graduation. For our first new cohort
to start since the merger occurred,
beginning classes this coming fall
2018, they will experience the same
basic orientation and high level of
faculty support we always deliver.
Do you think the move will
impact the JPHCOPH students in
Statesboro?
Dr. Nandi A. Marshall: I don’t see
the move negatively impacting the
Statesboro students. If anything, I
think it will increase their network
and also provide additional
opportunities for them as well.
Dr. Dziyana Nazaruk: Not in a
negative way. I believe this move
has a potential to provide additional
practicum and job opportunities for
Statesboro students.

Dr. Nandi A. Marshall: I definitely
think that there are many public
health opportunities in Savannah,
but we as a college need to

“One tradition is our participation
in a graduate hooding ceremony.
Our students and faculty look
forward to participating in this
event every semester.”
—Dr. Nandi A. Marshall, Dr.P.H.
Dr. Nandi A. Marshall: One tradition
is our participation in a graduate
hooding ceremony. Our students and
faculty look forward to participating
in this event every semester.
Dr. Sara Plaspohl: We will continue
to offer the highest level of teaching
and support for our students. Our
MPH Generalist program has a rich
history of growth and success. We
were the first CEPH-accredited
program in the state of Georgia,
long before the establishment of
the larger accredited schools of
public health such as those that are
well-established today at public
institutions such as University of
Georgia, Georgia State University,
and Georgia Southern. Our name
has changed but our legacy will
always remain credible and strong.

make sure that we not only work
collaboratively in Savannah, but that
we intentionally remain present in
Statesboro as well.
Dr. Sara Plaspohl: For me and my
other two Armstrong-based public
health faculty colleagues, the move
is like a homecoming in many ways,
because all three of us received
our doctoral degrees at JPHCOPH.
We know many of the faculty
and staff already, and are familiar
with the college’s culture, values
and dedication to promote public
health in our region. We are proud
to join them and look forward to
contributing to JPHCOPH’s future
accomplishments and success.

Dziyana Nazaruk, Dr.P.H.,
assistant professor
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Research Spotlight
Faculty-Led Study Abroad Program
Whether you are a professor or a
student in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of
Public Health, a travel-study abroad can
be an enriching personal and educational
experience. Such programs can enhance
a faculty member’s teaching, research
and professional development. And
the students are exposed to unique
opportunities beyond what is taught in
the classroom.
Professor Marina Eremeeva,
M.D., Ph.D., teaches environmental
health courses in the Department of
Epidemiology and Environmental Health
Sciences. She has initiated a faculty-led
study abroad program called “Rural Public
Health in India.” In the essay below, Dr.
Eremeeva discussed her reasons for
creating the program.

Study Abroad: Rural Public Health
in India
I have dreamed about traveling to
India since I was a little girl. These
dreams were inspired by a famous
story about a Russian merchant,
Afanasy Nikitin, who traveled to
India in 1466–1472, years before
the Portuguese explorer, Vasco da
Gama, reached this country. The
landscapes of India I dreamed about
were visualized from the paintings
by Nicholas Roerich, a Russian
painter, writer, philosopher and
archaeologist who first traveled in
India from 1926–28 and later lived
there from 1935 until his death in
1947. Indira Gandhi, the only woman
to serve as prime minister of India,
was an important contemporary
image of India for me.
It took me a few years before my
childhood dreams about visiting
India could be realized. In 2016, I
received an American Society for
Microbiology Professorship Award
to teach a course titled “Rickettsiae
and Rickettsioses including Scrub
Typhus” at Manipal University

nestled on a plateau in Karnataka’s
Udupi district in southwestern India.
The history of the university is
relatively recent as it only goes back
to 1953 when T.M.A. Pai founded
India’s first private medical school,
Kasturba Medical College. Nowadays
it is the No. 1 ranked private
university in India with over 28,000
students from 57 different nations
attending 19 specialized colleges.
My trip to India was only two
weeks long but it was intense as
it included teaching the course,
holding discussions with students
on different topics, and some
travels in other areas of India. I
saw and experienced what I had
dreamed about and learned a lot of
unexpected facts and aspects about
this fascinating and rapidly evolving
country. I met inspiring researchers,
inquisitive and sharp students
and made many friends. Most
importantly, I came back home with
a strong desire to return and share
my experiences and inspiration
with our students in the Jiann-Ping
Hsu College of Public Health. That
is why I asked a colleague, Assistant
Professor Atin Adhikari, Ph.D., who
was born and studied in India, to
join me in developing a new study
abroad program called “Rural Public
Health in India.”

“Few are those who see

with their own eyes and
feel with their own hearts”
—Albert Einstein
Reasons for Studying in India
The main purpose of this study
abroad program is to provide
participating students with an
international public health practical
experience. It is focused on
providing insight into the principal
challenges facing contemporary
rural communities in India, like
occupational hazards in the rural
work environment. The goal is
to build skills in public health
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such as practical application of
research methods beyond the basic
knowledge acquired in a typical
classroom setting.
Students will attend a series of
lectures on global health, rural
health, health promotion, infectious
disease treatment and prevention,
and other topics on the key
public health challenges from the
Indian perspective. They will take
several field trips to public health
clinics, hospitals and rural work
environments with occupational
hygiene problems. During these
trips, the students will observe local
public health practices and engage
in project developments focused on
vector control, disease surveillance
and management, water and food
safety, and occupational health.
The students will spend their free
time at the beach and visit local
sites in Udupi, and make day trips to
Mangalore, Tirthahali, Sringeri and
Karkal. They will interact with local
university students, learn yoga and
Indian cooking, and gain a better
understanding and appreciation
of political, social, economic and
religious aspects of Indian history
and culture, and how these matters
impact the contemporary public
health practices in this country.
We invite both undergraduate
and graduate students to participate
in this program. Please contact Dr.
Eremeeva or Dr. Adhikari in the
Department of Epidemiology and
Environmental Health Sciences for
further information.

Sustainability at Its Finest:

Evaluation of Food Waste on the Georgia Southern Campus
Every year, an estimated 133 billion
pounds of food or 31 percent of the
overall food supply in the United
States is never eaten according
to the EPA. This impacts food
security, resource conservation and
contributes to the 20 percent of
total U.S. methane emissions from
landfills.
Last fall, Professor Evans AfriyieGyawu, Ph.D., launched a research
project to examine food waste in
Dining Commons. The project aims
at assessing:
1. Food waste by students/
faculty/staff who use Dining
Commons; and
2. Participants’ knowledge,
attitudes and perceptions of
food waste and sustainable
intervention strategies to
address the issue.
Afriyie-Gyawu is the principal
investigator of the research but
he has several collaborators. They

include Professor and Department
of Community Health Chair Joseph
Telfair, Dr.P.H., Biostatistics Professor
Hani Samawi, Ph.D., and Rebecca
Larson, a clinical instructor of
nutrition and food science. Eagle
Dining Services (EDS) director Jeff
Yawn supported their efforts to
secure a Center for Sustainability Fee
Grant to conduct the research.
Undergraduate and graduate
students from different University
departments including Biostatistics,
Epidemiology, Environmental
Health Sciences, Health Policy
and Management, Community
Health, Health and Kinesiology,
Chemistry and Biochemistry are
involved in the project. There are
three data collection methods
in this study: total food waste,
itemized (measuring each food item
separately) food waste and food
waste-survey correlation within
specified timeframes.

After the data analysis, researchers
plan to engage students, faculty,
staff and EDS employees during
round table discussions to assist in
developing possible intervention
strategies (if warranted) to reduce
food waste on campus. If the
investigative team determines
(based on study results and round
table discussions) that food
waste is a problem, two forums
will be organized on campus to
create awareness of the issue and
initiate educational interventions.
The researchers anticipate that
the forums and participants’
suggestions from the surveys will
enhance the development of more
comprehensive educational tools
to address the potential food waste
issues and increase sustainability
measures on campus. The study will
continue through spring 2018.
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Research Spotlight
Georgia Southern Public
Health Professor Co-Leads
$9.8 Million Research Project

‘Crowning Achievement’—
Hani Samawi Receives
Award of Excellence

Project named for former research
co-investigator
Georgia Southern Assistant
Professor Raymona H. Lawrence,
Dr.P.H., is co-leading a $9.8 million
research project, which will
compare different ways to transition
sickle cell disease patients from
pediatric care into adult care — a
precarious window of treatment
that, if neglected, can cause
complications and even death.
Lawrence, an assistant professor
of Community Health Behavior
and Education in the Jiann-Ping
Hsu College of Public Health, joins
Dr. Ifeyinwa Osunkwo, associate
professor of Clinical Medicine at
the Levine Cancer Institute to lead
the interdisciplinary team in their
research. The project is funded by
the Patient-Centered Outcomes
Research Institute (PCORI), a
nonprofit organization specifically
interested in research that will
provide patients, their caregivers
and clinicians with the evidencebased information needed to
make better-informed health care
decisions.
“This project was selected for
PCORI funding for its potential
to fill an important gap in our
understanding of how to improve
care for older adolescents and
young adults with sickle cell
disease,” said Dr. Joe Selby, PCORI
executive director. “It will provide
useful information to help patients
weigh the effectiveness of their care
options.”

A Crucial Transition
Sickle cell disease (SCD)
is especially dangerous for
adolescents and young adults
leaving pediatric care. Ninetyfive percent of children with SCD
survive to age 18, but there is a 43
percent risk of death within two
years of leaving pediatrics. During
the transition from a pediatric to
adult medical environment, these
patients may not make it to routine
appointments, and subsequently
miss out on treatments that will
keep them healthy and prevent
crises and complications. As a
result, ER visits, admissions, and
readmissions are frequent and
often result in prolonged hospital
stays — both of which can lead not
only to a poor quality of life, but
also an increased risk of death for
the patient.
Despite the challenge, there is
currently no standard way to help
a transitioning SCD patient or to
educate them about their disease.
Caregivers for various other
conditions have used structured
education protocols to help with
the transition from pediatric to
adult care, and have tried using
peer support in which patients are
assigned peer mentors who can
help them build the confidence and
ability they need to stay healthy.
The research project will attempt
to identify how best to support
transitioning SCD patients by
comparing the effectiveness of peer
support and education protocols
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versus education protocols alone,
and to determine the effectiveness
of each approach in reducing ER
visits and improving quality of life.
“Our adult stakeholders living
with SCD, when asked, wish they
had had the support of an older peer
to help them during the turbulence
of their transition to adult care,”
said Osunkwo. “They felt a person
already living with SCD who had
successfully been through the
transition process would better
understand their challenges…. If
we can figure out a standardized,
structured way to help them it will
be a win for everyone.”

A Personal Cause
In addition to filling an important
care gap for SCD patients, the
study is also a personal one for its
researchers.
The research team named the
project the Sickle Cell Trevor
Thompson Transition UP Project
(ST3P UP) in honor of their coinvestigator, Trevor Thompson,
Ph.D., founder and CEO of the Sickle
Cell Foundation of Tennessee, who
passed away from complications of
SCD midway through the writing of
the grant.
“Our entire project team
unanimously voted for the project
name in Trevor’s honor,” said
Lawrence. “He lived with SCD, he
understood and he believed in peer
mentoring.”
Osunkwo and Lawrence’s award
has been approved pending
completion of a business and
programmatic review by PCORI
staff and issuance of a formal award
contract.
PCORI is an independent,
nonprofit organization authorized
by Congress in 2010. Its mission is
to fund research that will provide
patients, their caregivers, and
clinicians with the evidence-based
information needed to make betterinformed health care decisions.

Professor of Biostatistics
Hani Samawi, Ph.D., is one
of two faculty members who
received the 2017 Excellence in
Research/Creative Scholarly
Activity Award. Administered
through the Georgia Southern
University Office of Research
Services and Sponsored
Programs, this award is given
to professors who excel in
research while teaching
full time.
Samawi has been with the
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of
Public Health since 2006.
Early in his career, he realized
his primary purpose was to
promote health and social
justice, to eliminate health
disparities within communities
and to increase access to
services and decisive lifechanging knowledge.
“In pursuit of this path,” he
said, “I found that the field of
biostatistics was the vehicle I
could use to better advance my
research/scholarly activity and
fill in the gaps between theory
and practice.”
He focuses on solving
statistical and biostatistics
problems in the areas of data
analysis, medical diagnostics,
statistical modeling, mediation
analysis and simulation and
Monte Carlo methods, among
other areas.
“Through actively
teaching, whilst conducting
expansive research, I have
developed a strong portfolio

of achievements and a strong
commitment to Georgia
Southern’s values and call for
excellence,” he added.
Samawi called the Research/
Creative Scholarly Activity
Excellence Award the “crowning
achievement” of his work in the
College of Public Health and
said his passion is to collaborate
with other faculty, students and
community members.
“Receiving this award has left
me with a bit of an inexplicable
feeling of contentment. To be
honored and respected by my
colleagues and superiors, and
a source of pride to my family,
has resonated with a feeling
of achievement that goes well
beyond the award.”
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Student Spotlight

Alumni Spotlight

Building Leadership Skills to Advance
Professional Goals
Public health practitioners
need strong leadership and
communication skills to meet their
common goal of protecting and
improving health in communities,
the nation and around the world.
The Student Leadership Institute is
a skill-building and networking
opportunity for student leaders who
attend Association of Schools and
Programs of Public Health (ASPPH)
member institutions. The 2017
event was held in Atlanta and the
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health provided the funding for two
students to attend. Blessing Odion
was one of the two students chosen

Student Awarded First Place
for GPHA Poster

Anunay Bhattacharya, a secondyear doctoral student in the
Department of Epidemiology, was
awarded first place for a poster
presentation at the 89th Annual
Georgia Public Health Association
(GPHA) Meeting and Conference
held at Jekyll Island, Georgia,
in April. The work was done in
collaboration with Patricia Diaz,
a former Master of Public Health
(MPH) student in the Jiann-Ping Hsu

College of Public Health (JPHCOPH),
and School of Nursing Professor
Marian Tabi.
Since 2016, Bhattacharya has
served as Georgia Public Health
Association (GPHA) Career
Development section member
and he is a graduate assistant in
the School of Nursing. He has also
served as a moderator/volunteer at
the GPHA and the American Public
Health Association conference as
well as a recruitment representative
for the College of Public Health.
He graduated with his M.B.B.S.
from S.R.M.S. Institute of Medical
Sciences, Bareilly, India, and with
the MPH specializing in biostatistics
from the JPHCOPH. Bhattacharya
acknowledges his commitment to
Georgia Southern University, the
support from his professors and
his passion for education and hard
work has prepared him to become a
successful public health professional.
His current research is focused
on chronic diseases and health
disparities.
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to represent College of Public Health
students. Ed Lee was the keynote
speaker and his topic was “Becoming
a Leader: One Question at a Time.”
Odion said that session and several
others provided him with “new
knowledge and the skills needed to
be an effective student leader and
advocate here at Georgia Southern
and beyond.” He added, “As president
of the Public Health Student
Association, I am using these skills
and knowledge to push for positive
outcomes for the students here and
I’m already seeing great results.”

Alumna Has
Passion for
Public Health

Amber Erickson (’06, ’08), a
current Doctor of Public Health
(DrPH ) leadership student, is
enthusiastic about a career
in the public health field. And
she has made great strides as
a professional since leaving

Georgia Southern a decade ago.
In her first job after graduating,
Erickson was employed by the
Wyoming Department of Health
as an emergency preparedness
epidemiologist from 2008-2011. In
that role, she was responsible for
disease investigations for endemic
bioterrorism agents such as
brucellosis, tularemia, and plague,
as well as emerging diseases like the
2009 H1N1 outbreak. Erickson also
participated in response planning
and partner training.
The Double Eagle returned
to Georgia in 2011 when she
accepted a position as the district
epidemiologist with the North
Central Health District 5-2, in
Macon. She has oversight of
all general notifiable disease
investigations and outbreaks
as well as leading the district
response for emerging threats
such as Ebola and Zika. She is also
responsible for data analysis for
various health topics in support of
all district programs, oversight of
quality improvement, accreditation
and worksite wellness activities.
Erickson is also the internship
coordinator for the district, leads
the state biosurveillance workgroup
and assists the state and district
office with a variety of emergency
preparedness activities. In 2017, the
alumna was promoted to director
of epidemiology and assessment.
Her additional duties included
STD/HIV prevention supervision
and inclusion in the district’s
executive leadership team. Erickson,
who received her bachelor’s in
biology and a Master of Public
Health in epidemiology, is in the
dissertation phase of her DrPH
degree requirements in the JiannPing Hsu College of Public Health.
In other achievements, she is a
Georgia Public Health Association
Epidemiology Section Chair, and
an adjunct professor with Mercer
University teaching Introduction
to Epidemiology. She is also the
2018 recipient of the Georgia Public
Health Association Janet Stancliff
Epidemiology Award.

Helping Others

Shelby Lee Freeman is one of many
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health (JPHCOPH) alumni and
faculty dedicated to protecting the
health of others. From the first day
she arrived on campus for student
orientation or even now when she
stops in to see her friends at the
College of Public Health, Freeman
realizes how Georgia Southern
University helped shape her life and
contributed to the development of
the person she is today.
The alumna received her bachelor’s
in kinesiology in 2000 and a Master
of Public Health degree in 2003. She
has a Master of Social Work from
Valdosta State University and became
licensed in social work in 2010. She
has worked for the Southeast Health
District in Georgia for 15 years and is
now the HIV project director.
Freeman’s public health career has
been filled with life-changing work.
This includes educating women in
rural communities about breast and
cervical cancer, and the importance
of cancer screening tests, plus
educating youth about the dangers
of utilizing tobacco. She has spent
time instructing doctors and other
medical care providers on procedures
for reporting infectious diseases. She
served on the District’s emergency
preparedness team to ensure each
county has an effective emergency or
disaster plan in place.
Freeman currently directs the
District HIV program covering more
than 16 counties in the region. This

position has been her most fulfilling
career experience. She leads a team
of health professionals dedicated
to managing the care of those
diagnosed with HIV and helping
them overcome the many barriers
and challenges they encounter.
When a client remains in care and
follows their medication plan, they
can reach viral suppression; the
ultimate programmatic goal.
As a part-time instructor for
Georgia Southern University’s
Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, Freeman feels
teaching a Social Welfare Policy and
Services class is a great opportunity
to utilize her social work degree while
educating students about numerous
policies and services. Teaching
this class enables her to encourage
students to be advocates for those
less fortunate and help advance
social wellbeing for vulnerable
populations.
Freeman is also a member of the
JPHCOPH’s Advisory Board. This
board is composed of public health
practitioners who are appointed by
the dean. Board members advise
the dean on issues related to the
practice of public health within
Georgia and on curriculum related
issues important to the public health
practice community. Board members
also assist in the development of
community-based partnerships
for research and outreach/practice
opportunities and assist in the
development and maintenance of
practicum experiences for students.
The board also contributes to the
implementation of workforce
development continuing education
programs and communicates
the College of Public Health’s
information to the public health
workforce within Georgia. Freeman
acknowledged it is a privilege
to advance this program and its
operation, and is thankful to serve on
the board.
She is married to Cherard Freeman,
a middle school math teacher, head
football coach and athletic director
for Warren County, Georgia, schools.
They have two young daughters,
Madison and Morgan.
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ABOUT GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research institution founded in 1906, offers 141
degree programs serving more than 27,000 students through nine colleges on three campuses—Statesboro,
Savannah, and Hinesville—and online instruction. A leader in higher education in southeast Georgia, the
University provides a diverse student population with expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on
learning opportunities. Georgia Southern creates lifelong learners who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and
stewards in their communities. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.

SUPPORT
For more information on supporting the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health at Georgia Southern,
visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/donate.
The University offers multiple ways to show your support.

